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Long-term Drought Status Update  

Northern and eastern Arizona have been much 
drier than normal with the Upper Colorado, Lit-

tle Colorado, Salt and Upper Gila River water-
sheds all downgraded one drought category 

since April.   
 

Spring of 2012 was drier than spring of 2010 (a 
relatively wet year) and spring of 2009, so the 

cumulative dryness has increased. Following the 
very dry winter, wild fire conditions were very 

bad. Fortunately, Arizona had very few large 
fires, unlike last year or like New Mexico had 

this year.   
 

The current shift toward El Niño is strengthen-

ing, so we are cautiously optimistic for a wetter 
than normal winter.    

 

Short-term Drought Status Update 

July finally brought some monsoon rain-
fall to the state, but so far the monsoon 

has been drier than normal. Storms 
have been quite localized, with some  

areas receiving significant rainfall and 
nearby locations receiving none.   

 
We have not changed the short-term 

map because the overall conditions are 
still very dry in most areas. Recent rain-

fall has not yet been enough to make up 
the deficits on the rangeland or fill the 

stockponds.   
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